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Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,  

On behalf of the Minnesota Conservative Energy Forum, I urge you to support Senate File 1456, Clean 

Energy First. The Minnesota Conservative Energy Forum studies and advocates for opportunities to 

strengthen Minnesota’s economy and advance clean energy technology through application of 

conservative principles including free and competitive markets, American innovation, national security, 

and property rights. Senate File 1456 continues to be a strong step forward for conservative energy 

under these principles. MnCEF would like to thank Senator Senjem for his leadership authoring the bill, 

Senators Rosen, Pratt, Abeler, and Anderson, P. for their co-authorship, and Senator Osmek for his many 

hours of work on the bill. 

Minnesotans have made it clear they demand greater market adoption of clean energy and renewable 

options in their energy choices. It isn’t enough for energy to be just affordable or just clean, energy 

should be affordable and clean. Advancements in technology combined with Minnesota’s geographical 

features have created an environment where clean energy is outcompeting and uprooting traditional 

methods of generation on price. We see this borne out in large customer demand in the marketplace for 

renewable energy products, from small individual purchasers to many of Minnesota’s largest Fortune 

500 brands. In Minnesota’s heavily regulated monopoly electric utility structure, customers are required 

to accept the offerings of their local utility, so we must ensure utilities are planning to meet their 

customers’ demands in an affordable fashion. 

Clean Energy First also provides a big win for Minnesota jobs in this time of great need. Clean energy 

jobs have been one of the fastest growing sectors of Minnesota’s economy for a decade. According to 

the Business Council for Sustainable Energy, Clean energy jobs grew 10 times faster than jobs across all 

sectors in Minnesota in 2018. Clean Energy First contains provisions that encourage the Public Utilities 

Commission to prioritize Minnesota workers and projects rather than letting the economic benefits be 

captured by another state. Development of clean energy is a huge boost to family farms and rural 

economic development, and Minnesota farmers across the state are already receiving large streams of 

diversified revenues from clean energy developments that utilize a fraction of their land and coexist 

alongside other agricultural activities. In the case of wind alone, local taxpayers have been big winners 

as the Wind Production Tax has provided over $100 million to county property tax rolls. Last, it is worth 

mentioning that many renewable technologies contain large quantities of steel, copper, and other 

precious minerals. The Minnesota mining industry is uniquely positioned to benefit from clean energy 

demand by providing the raw materials for developments across our state. 

Recent news has increased the urgency to pass Clean Energy First considerably. Last week, nonprofit 

cooperative Great River Energy, Minnesota’s second largest utility, announced the early retirement of 

the Coal Creek Station, the largest remaining coal plant in North Dakota, in order to reduce costs caused 

by the increasingly uneconomical plant. According to their announcement, GRE intends to generate the 

majority of its power with wind as soon as 2022. Energy that is more affordable and cleaner is a good 

thing, but this news is the latest in a long and accelerating chain of similar closures and changes in 

Minnesota’s energy industry, and that leaves our state with new challenges. Clean Energy First is 

designed to manage this ongoing transition safely by creating guardrails on the Public Utilities 

Commission that protects consumer affordability and defends Minnesota workers and communities that 

could be impacted. MnCEF encourages you to act now to ensure legislative input and stability for 

Minnesotans in an evolving energy economy. 
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Thank you again for your consideration of Clean Energy First and we look forward to continuing to work 

with you and your colleagues on this issue for the remainder of the 2020 legislative session. 

Sincerely, 

Adam Seidel, Executive Director, Minnesota Conservative Energy Forum 


